The assimilation of Vietnamese Americans into American culture has created an equal political balance between Democrats and Republicans.

Introduction:
1. The flood of refugees after the fall of Saigon.

A. In the mid-to-late-70s, an average of 120,000 entered each year

B. The first wave occurred immediately after the fall of Saigon in 1975.

.
1."The first wave ... are described as being generally well educated, urban, largely Catholic, in relatively good health, and in the company of family members. Because many had worked with Americans, they tended to have high expectations of life in the United States. http://www.gasi.org/diversity/cohort/vietnamese_am_cohort.htm
2. The United States have given home to many educated refugees (although educational skills are not required for admission) because educated individuals are usually among the first to be politically persecuted when an authoritarian regime emerges.  This was true with the first wave of Vietnamese refugees—who were among the elite of South Vietnam, and who were politically targeted by the North Communist Vietnam with the fall of South Vietnam in 1975. Thus, this elite class sought freedom in the U.S. 

http://www.csubak.edu/~lle/tvf.article3.html
3. The first wave of Vietnamese emigres came to the United States in 1975 after South Vietnam fell to the Communists. Many were members of Saigon's elite -- top military officers and others with close ties to the U.S. government.
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4. “- First of all, most of the Vietnamese refugees who came to this country during the first wave (1975) and the second wave (1979-1982) did not know too much about the United States. They relied on Vietnamese community leaders who had, by and large, been officials and officers in the Saigon regime. These people had their own axes to grind (in particular revenge on Communist Vietnam that they saw as the cause for their plight,

whatever it was)and so they pushed the Vietnamese community into the laps of the Republicans whom they saw as more sympathetic with their anti-Vietnam cause. This happened mostly under Reagan and Bush because these administrations were bent on punishing Vietnam and hence wanted to use Vietnamese refugees to rally American support for their policy. As a result, they bestowed certain favors on the Vietnamese refugee community that they did not do for other refugee groups, except for Cubans. They also allowed thugs in the Vietnamese community to use strong-arm tactics to intimidate those who did not support their cause.” –Ngo Vinh Long

5. The well established, well educated, newly emigrated Vietnamese immigrants had lost a lot due to the war. They primarily sided with the similarly minded Republicans who were “staunch” anti-Communists, deeply religious, etc. Many were even high ranking government officials in Vietnam.

C. The Second and Future waves

1. The Second wave was from late 1975 [to the late 1980's when] Vietnamese escaped by land and sea. These Vietnamese are most popularly known as the "boat people." The third wave [began in the late 1980's when former prisoners of reeducation camps began to enter the U.S. through the "H.O." program.] – 

http://www.cityofseattle.net/helpinglink/StudentWeb/webproject/html/immigration.htm
2. The second wave was primarily made up of boat people and less educated people.

3. When they came to this country, they sought leaders in the people of the first wave, and therefore, the political stance of the second wave of immigrants relied heavily on the influence of the first wave Vietnamese American immigrants.

